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—SUTA - SUA REUNION
13 to 15 July 2012, Ottawa, Canada

Report of the 2012 Joint SUTA & SUA Reunion
Ottawa, July 13-15, 2012

Prelude

The 7™ global reunion of Sharif University of Technology Association (SUTA), with over 250 delegates
coming from all across the World, has been jointly held with Shiraz University Association (SUA) in Ottawa
from 13" to 15" of July 2012. The delegates have arrived from Canada, the USA, Iran, Sweden, Finland,
Denmark, and Australia. This was the second time that the two associations had some collaboration on their
reunions; the first instance of this collaboration was in 2000 in San Diego, California, where the two
associations had their reunions simultaneously and shared the venue (but were separate in all functions). The
2012 reunion in Ottawa, Ontario is the first time that the two organizations actually have a joint reunion, as
all functions were common among the two associations, except for the AGMs.

The two organizations decided to join their efforts in having a joint reunion back in August 2011, on a
proposal of SUTA’s Senior Adviser, and longtime SUTA veteran, Dr. Fredun Hojabri, and consequent
approval of the two boards of directors.

Ottawa has been chosen among a few cities that have been nominated for the site of this reunion, based on its
attractions, its proximity to centers where the associations’ members reside, the perception of comparatively
easier visa process for those travelling from Iran, and the access to a pool of volunteer resources to run the
reunion. While the two associations’ boards of directors were legally responsible for the reunion, an
Organizing Committee (OC) of local volunteers has also been set up, as of late 2011, to take care of all the
details of the event planning.



2. Report of the events
2.1 Opening Ceremony

Reunion of SUTA-SUA 2012 officially started with the National anthems of Iran and Canada. Mr. Mahdavi,
the president of the Organizing Committee, started the session by welcoming all guests and alumni members.
He presented a brief summary of the organizing committee work before and during the reunion and
introduced the key members of his committee. His introductory speech led to a short welcome address by
Mr. Ramin Behzadi, the vice president of SUTA, followed by a welcome video from SUTA president, Mr.
Farrokh Malihi. Likewise, Dr. Farideh Tehrani, SUA President, came to stage to welcome alumni members.

The opening ceremony then continued by a speech from Professor Fazlollah Reza, former Dean of SUT.
During his speech, cultural and social attributes of Iran were discussed. He also focused on Iranian
professionals, especially those living in foreign countries.
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2.2 Technical talks

The program continued on Saturday morning and then on Sunday morning by the following technical talks:
Dr. Hamid Jorjani talked about “Culture and Innovation”;
Dr. Hamid Mostaghaci made his presentation on “A Smart Grid Vision-Innovation in Energy Industry”;

Mr. Hossein Amanat gave a talk on “Contemporary Architecture and Legacy of Persian Past” with some
memories of the foundation of Sharif University of Technology (formerly known as Aryamehr University of
Technology), and the Azadi Tower (formerly known as Shahyad Tower);

Mr. Farrokh Pebdani gave a talk on “the Future of Fossil Fuel”;
Dr. Masood Khatamee gave a talk on “New Advances in Human Reproduction”;

Dr. Shahla Masood had her presentation on “Cancer Care in 21 Century”.



2.3 AGM

SUTA AGM:

- President’s Report, Mr. Behnam Kamrani and Mr. Ramin Behzadi
- Treasurer’s Report, Ms. Negin Sadr

- Open Discussion and Q&A

After the mid-day break, each association and their members held their Annual General Meeting. SUTA
AGM initiated with brief presentation on SUTA’s mission, vision and activities as well as a financial report.

A proposed Strategic Plan for SUTA, as developed by current Board was presented at this meeting. Major
long term goals for the association includes:

Goal 1. Connect worldwide communities of Sharif University alumni, faculty, and students
Goal 2. Help educational and research programs at Sharif University (SUT)

Goal 3. Contribute to the national economic & industrial development programs

Goal 4. Promote a culture of volunteerism among SUT alumni and students

Goal 5. Help create a lasting pride of Sharif University for alumni throughout their lives

Then, representatives of the BoD had a chance to introduce themselves to the members and left an open
discussion for questions and answers. During the Q&A, the following items have been discussed:

e The board gave a brief report on its activity and the financial status of the association.

o The issue we had with visa and attendance of guests has been discussed.

e Next location for the reunion 2014 has been discussed; A suggestion from the audience was to choose a
location for future re-unions that is more viable for members from Iran to participate. The current
location in Ottawa, ON (Canada) required a visit visa for many Iranian members and due to difficulties
in applying for and getting the visa, many members were not able to attend the event despite their
willingness.



e Reviewing member’s expectation and helping out-of-country student members.

e Suggestions how to attract younger members and how to assist the university both academically and
financially, without infringing the boycott laws.

® One suggestion from the audience was to increase and give more importance to fundraising activities
within the association in order to raise its financial ability and be able to fund further events and help
its members.

2.4 Award Ceremony and Gala Night

After a long day of speeches and meetings, all members and their guests were relaxed into a gala night
setting on Saturday night. At the beginning of the night, a video message from Dr. Hojabri was projected
welcoming the guests.

During the gala night, guests had the chance to network and socialize, and to take pictures. Also, both SUTA
and SUA used this opportunity to present the award winners of their association.

SUTA’s 2012 award winners have been introduced for Dr. Amin’s Lifetime Achievement Award, SUTA’s
Service Alumni Award and SUTA’s Alumni Award, respectively as Dr. Saeed Sohrabpour, former president
of SUT, Dr. Alinaghi Mashayekhi, and Dr. Behrokh Khoshnevis. The last two awards have been introduced
in 2012, while the first award dates back to the 2010 reunion in Sweden.

Dr. Behrokh Khoshnevis was present and was handed his award by Professor Reza. The award ceremony
was then followed by an interesting presentation by Dr. Khoshnevis on Automated Construction.

Towards the end of the dinner, performers from Mamak Khadem team came up to stage to play their songs
for audience. Sang by Mamak herself, the concert was an axiom of choice type with a Persian folkloric
theme that was welcomed by the guests. The concert brought a lively atmosphere to the gathering where
many of the guests danced on the floor.




Report of the discussions

Panel on “Challenges Facing Higher Education in Iran” - Part |
Panelists: Dr. Mohammad Behforouz, Dr. Homayoun Shahriari and Dr. Bahram Zahir

e One main concern as stated by the panelists is that the institutions in Iran give more importance to the
“quantity” of publications as opposed to their “quality”. In recent years, despite the fact that there has
been many papers published by students in higher education institutions from Iran, the average quality
of such papers were not quite impressive and in line with the number of such publications.

e Another concern that may cause some damage to the reputation of such publications is the fact that
some of the papers do not fully comply with anti-plagiarism rules. One of the panelists brought an



example of a paper from an Iranian university which was quite similar to the one being published
earlier by a student under supervision of the panelist.

e Also the importance given to the quantitative development of the university capacities in Iran (in terms
of number of students accepted), has overshadowed the need to improve the quality of education, and
emphasize on performing research that solves real problems of the society or the industry.

e The difficulties faced by Iranian scholars living in Iran to create a dynamic and independent scientific
community, that can play an influential role in the society were discussed and as a way to create such a
community out of Iran, the creation of a new Iranian university abroad (most probably in North
America) has been proposed.

Panel on “Higher Education in Iran” - Part Il
“Collaboration among Iranian University Associations”
Panelists: Dr. Reza Moridi, Dr. B. Khoshnevis, Dr. Farideh Tehrani and Dr. Bahram Zahir.

e This reunion was one of the first events of its kind bringing alumni and students from two major
universities in Iran; Sharif University of Technology and Shiraz University under one roof. All panelists
agreed on continuing effort to organize similar events and encourage other likewise higher education
institution alumni associations to take part as well.

e One suggestion offered by one of the panelists, Dr. Bahram Zahir, was to shift the focus to more
collaborative work between all higher education institutions in Iran and even establish an “Umbrela
Association” that covers all such associations for more organized cooperation.

e A point of such collaborative efforts will be the help provided to Iranian students overseas with their
continuing education and also providing help to students within Iran to be able to better pursue their
educational goals.

Panel on “Higher Education in Iran” - Part Ill
“Innovation and Entrepreneurship”
Panelists: Mr. Mehdi Mahdavi, Dr. Behrokh Khoshnevis, Ramezan Benrashid, Mr. Keith Johanns

® According to one of the panelists, Dr. Behrokh Khoshnevis, there are many Iranian students in North
American universities who are engaged in entrepreneurial activities. One example of such was the work
being supervised by Dr. Khoshnevis in developing a technology called “Contour Crafting” which is
considered as a revolution in construction of different structures, mainly multi-unit residential houses,

e All panelists agreed on the importance of having more collaborative efforts by similar associations in
recognizing interested students and alumni and providing consultation and execution help to those
groups.

Conclusions

SUTA and SUA had a successful joint reunion in Ottawa, Ontario, in July 2012. The two associations, while
keeping their independence, like to invite other likewise associations (such as the ones made of Tehran
University, Amir Kabir Polytechnique, ... alumni) to join for the 2014 reunion, to have an even greater joint
event and in the passage evaluate the possibility of founding an umbrella organization, with the declaration
of the goals, timelines, rules and agenda. Also such an umbrella organization can act as a support for a
potential Iranian university abroad.

e The audio recordings of most discussions and talks of the reunion are available at:

http://persianradio.net/en-US/Content/Detail/21.aspx
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A considerable pool of talent in the Iranian community living in Canada was the subject of
discussions among generations of immigrants and students. The SUTA Chapter in Ottawa
in cooperation with CSIEA planned a meeting to show the road to success to young
talents. A group of 34 young graduates and students who are potentially ready to start
their business based on their innovative ideas were invited to listen to the speakers from
government and private sector.

Mr. Peter Stewart was our first speaker who explained all the facilities available to
innovators and entrepreneurs to start their business and how to apply for funding and
other services.
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Our next speaker was Dr. Alizadeh from Giatec Corporation. He started his talk by telling
his success story and also the challenges on their way to success. Dr. Alizadeh’s first
start-up in partnership with long time friend and classmate Dr. Pouria Ghods is now a
successful international company after several years of hard work and many challenges.
They achieved this level of success two years after starting their business.

The meeting was very useful to young members of the community to see they are not left
behind and the possibility to flourish and grow is available, just need to know the rules of
the game and also to work hard.
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Dr. Agre received his B.A. in chemistry from Augsburg College in
1970, and his M.D. from Johns Hopkins in 1974. Following an
Internal Medicine Residency at Case Western Reserve University
Hospitals of Cleveland and a Hematology-Oncology Fellowship at
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Dr. Agre returned
to Johns Hopkins as a postdoctoral fellow in cell biology. Dr. Agre
joined the faculty in 1984 and has spent most of his professional
life at Hopkins' School of Medicine, leaving in 2005 to go to
become Vice Chancellor for Science and Technology at Duke
University Medical Center. His return to Hopkins and JHMRI in 2008 gives Dr. Agre the
opportunity to concentrate on an area in which he has always been interested -- the
problem of disease in the developing world.
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Apatite-Coated Ag/AgBr/TiO; Visible-Light Photocatalyst for Destruction of

Bacteria
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Depariment of Chemustry, Sharif University of Technology, Acadi Ave., Tehran. ran, PG, BOX 11363-9516, and
Pastewr Instinue, Tehvan, Iran
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Recently, TiO; has been introduced as one of the most promising
photocatalysts in the degradation of different pollutants’ *and the
destruction of bacteria.* " The main drawbacks of the low quanfum
yields and the lack of visible-light utilization hinders its practical
application. To overcome these problems, numerous studies have
been recently performed to enhance the photocatalytic efficiency
and visible-light utilization of TiO; which include impurity doping,
metallization,*” 2 and sensitization.'*'* Chun Hu et al.!* demonstrate
that AgBr on P-25 TiO, support is the main photoactive species
for destruction of the bacteria under visible light. Their evidence
indicates that AgBr is the visible-light active component of the
cataiyst and that Ag® species on the surface of the catalyst 1s
probably contributing to enhancing the electron—hole separation
and interfacial charge transfer. On the other hand, Nonami et al.’s
showed that a multifunctional compesite material titanium dioxide
covered with apatite can adsorb bacteria wilhout exposure to the
light. They also reporled that whenever TiO; is coated with apatite,
the photocatalytic activity decreased.

In this Communication, we prepared Ag/AgBr/TiO: covered
apatite with deposition of hydroxyapatite as adsorption bioceramic
and AgBr as photosensitive materials. One gram of P-25 TiO; and
0.05 g hydroxyapatite was added to 100 mL of distilled water. and
the suspension was stirred magnetically. Then 1.2 g of cetyl methyl
ammonium bromide (CTAB) was added to the suspension, and
while the mixture was stirred magnetically, 0.21 g of AgNO; n
2.3 mL of NH;OH (25 wt % NH;) was quickly added to it. The
resulting suspensions were stirred at room temperature for 18 h.
Then the product was filtered, washed with distilled water, and
dried at 80— 110 °C. Finally, the prepared photocatalyst was calcined
in air at 500 °C for 3 h. Other catalysts such as Ag /Ti0 {the Ag
concentration in the sample was 5% mol),'¢ apatite-covered Ti0;
in SBF solution,'” and Ag/AgBr/TiO,'? were aiso prepared to make
a comparison of the efficiency and activity of the catalyst with them,
Figure | shows the XRI) patterns of the catalysts. The calined
photocatalyst displayed crystalline reflection peaks that are char-
acleristic 1o the anatase and rutile TiQ; and also Ag, AgBr. and
hydroxyapatite (HAP).
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Figure 1. XRD pattern of (a) AgfTi0s, (b) Ag/AgBrTi(h, (c) apatite-
covered Ag/AgBr/TiO,, (d) apatite-cavered TiO: (A, anatasc; R, rutile; HA.
hydroxy apatite).

Apatite

Figure 2. Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) of apatite-covered Ag/
AgBr/TiO; (the scale bars in the figure represent 500 nm).
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Figure 3. The efficiency of the £, coli inactivation (1 = 107, 30 mL}) in
aqueous dispersions including 12 mg of catalysts (a) Ag/Ti0s, (b) Ag/AgBr/
1i0s, and (¢} apatite-covered Ag/AgBr/TiO: under visible light.
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